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The New Year. 


The commencement of a year 1s an epoch in our lives, 
too impertant to pass unnoticed. A single year forms a 
considerable portion of the time allowed us here, as a sea- 
son of preparation for another world; and asit passes away, 
silently and perhaps unheeded, it seals up the record of our 
doings, which is to be produced in evidence, for or against 
us, at the great day of trial and retribution. 

It seems to be generally agreed that this event should be 
noticed ; but it is not agreed what should be the teeli 
excited, or in what manner it should be observed. It is 
made the occasion of congratulations, and by some, of pres- 
ents and other demonstrations of kindness; but these seem 
to be a matter of course, rather than the result of deliber- 
ate reflection. 

To a mere spectator, the scene usually exhibited on such 
an occasion, must create doubt and uncertainty. He hears 
a thousand good wishes, but they are uttered in a manner so 
flippant and thoughtless, that he cannot suppose them sin- 
cere. And he may perhaps, find some who express their 


joy by unusual gaiety and mirth. Reflecting on the occa- 
sion, he would probably find no satisfactory reason for such 


conduct. ‘The recent year has departed, it is true, and an- 
other has commenced its course; but there would seem to 
be nothing in this to excite the feelings displayed. Is it that 
time seems long and irksome to men, and they watch its 
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® flight with eager joy? Is it that they are dissatisfied with 


life, and the repeated admonition that death is approaching 
fills them with gladness? These are not the reasons. Life 


has but too many charms for men; and death is not a thing 


| to be desired by them. 
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There is a joy that is consistent with the occasion; but 


it is far removed from thoughtless merriment. It results 
from reflection. It belongs to the good man alone, who 
sees in every season, and in every change in the aflairs of 
fhan new motives to gratitude and praise. To all others, ev- 


ery season and change speaks the language of admonition 
and alarm. 


_ He, who can look back upon the receding year, and trace, 
with pious gratitude, the kindness of God towards him; 
who, as he reviews the scenes that are past, can discern in 


them some well-meant endeavor, some habitual trial in his 


conduct, that savours of the spirit of hisdivine Master; he 
and hail the new year with rational joy. [t promises him 
another season for usefulness, and opens anew the rich trea- 
sures of that unfailmg providence, in contemplation of which 
he finds delight and comfort. It also gives him the assur- 
ance that he is approaching his promised rest. One more 
of the few years that fill up the little space of this mortal 
life, is left behind. Another stage, perhaps almost the last, 
which marks the progress of the pilgrim’s journey, is_pas- 
sed ; and, believing that the time of lis deliverance from sin 
and suffering draws nigh, he may well quicken his pace, and 
rejoice while he prepares for his departure. 

The good man will rejoice in every passing event of his 
life ; for he knows it is ordered and directed by an indulg- 
ent father; but he rejoices with trembling. 


He hopes for 


the reward of the mghteous; but it belongs not to mortal 
man, conscious of his own unworthiness, deliberately to con- 
template death, and the august presence of his Judge, with- 
out solitude. His joy is chastened and moderated. The 
commencement of a new year is to him a matter, not only 
of joy, but of sorrow ; for he hears the knell of the year 
that is gone, and his conscience reminds him, that in the re- 
cord of his conduct, which is now sealed, are many, very 


apology. 

If such is the case with the good man—with him, whe 
exercising repentance and faith, has made his peace with 
God, and with a hepe full of immortality, is waiting for the 
expiration of his pilgrimage, what 1s the condition, and wha. 
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many things, for which he can render neither excuse : 


should be the emotions of that nian, who has chosen b,.:} 


portion in this world, and feels couscrous that he ts not pre- 
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pared to die? Is it matter of joy to him that another vear 
of his precious time is gone—is lost forever? that wele he 
has slept in fancied security, or at most, has dreamed of 
amendment, he has been hurried over so large a tract of 
time, and his feet aré hastening to take hold on death? 
Shall the prisoner, whose execution is delayed a few hours, 
that he may have an opportunity to accept of pardon, fill up 
the precious moments with repeated transgressions, and 
with neglect or abuse of the favor proposed? Or shall he 
indulge in a cruel and determined apathy, in spite of the ad- 
monitions and warnings that are rung through his prison; 
and when the faithful watchman reminds him that another 
and another of the few uncertain hours has passed away, 


shall he arouse himself to mirth and levity. 


What, we ask—and we put the question to every one 
who may chance to read this article—what is there in the 
return of the year that can afford joy to that man, who neg- 
lects his salvation? Former years have flown away with- 
out witnessing any reformation, and the fact that he can en- 
ter upon the new year with his usual levity, affords the 
most convincing evidence that this will also pass away un- 
heeded, should he be permitted to remain until it closes. 


When a new year is commericed, there is an admonitary 
voice addressed to every man—bidding him be ready; and 
to many it declares, this year thou shalt die. Let him, then, 
who has regarded the admoiuition, look well to the prepara- 
tion he has made for that change which awaits him, lest he 
be decieved. And let him who 1s yet unprepared, if, indeed, 
such an one should cast his eye over an article on a subject 
so serious—hear the admonition we now give him. He 
lives but to prepare to die. He is hastening to the bar of 
dn omniscient God, whither the whole catalogue of past of- 
fences is gone before him. Let him ask himself, with a so- 
lemnity which belongs to the subject, how he can make 
good his defence in that day, which he cannot elude, and in 
which his own conscience will repeat, with a mimute and 
faithful and fearful accuracy, every transgression in thought, 
in word and in deed, throughout the whole tenor of his life, 


N. A, Repository, 
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Accounts of ministers and churches recew ed since the No. for December: 
was published. 


MONTVILLE, Me. Q. M. 





Tiiomas Thompson, Montville. Ebenezer Tasker, |§ Duxmount. 
Simon Emery, Monroe. Anthony, Prospect. 
Samuel Whitney, Brooks. Samuel Robbins, Camden. 
Moses M’Fariand, Montville. Lincoln Lewis, Montviile. 
John Lamb, Lineolnville. Eleazer Bridges, Hope. 
"Thomas M’Kenney, do. Charies Warren, Thorndike. 
Winthrop Frost, Swansville. Joseph Wigetns, do. 
Joseph Gowin, Montville. Samuel F. Whi itten, Palermo. 


Communicated by Eld. Samuel F. Whitten. 


Gorham, Q. M.—The church in Gray Me. has had 1 added this year. 
Present No. 227. Preachers names Ephraim Stinchfield, New-Glouces- 
ter. James Colly, Gray. 





The church in Ashby and Fitchburg, Ms. has had 2 added. Present 
number 28. Preachers name Benjamin Tollman, Ashby. 





The church in Wheelock, Vt. 6 added, present No. 17. Daniel Quim- 
by, Elder. 





The church in Pike, N. Y. 8 added, present No. 17. Nathaniel 
Ketchum, Elder. 


The church in Owego, N. Y. ‘7 added, present No. 55. Edward E. 
Dodge, Elder. Asa Dodge, Jr. unordained preacher. 





The church in Ontario, N. Y. 1 added, present number 31. Aden 
Aldrich and Danie! Lyon unordained preachers. 

Second church in Ontario, 13 members. Unordained preacher Ich- 
abod Shelden. 

Elder John Gould of Burkshire, N. Y. has given the following ac- 
count of Erie q. m. 

Ordained preachers 4. Licensed preachers 3. Churches 6. Addi- 
tion of members 40. Rejected 2. Dismissed 2. Present number 246. 

Rrother Obadiah Tenney of Clarksfield, Ohio, writes that there are 
5 churches in that region, that have not yet united with any q. m. but 
have it in contemplation. He expresses an anxious desire for laborers 
to travel that way. 





BENTON QUARTERLY MEETING. 
Drar Brotner, 

We had a good time in our Qr. Meeting, and the greatest gathering 
of people that we ever had in these parts, though not so much of the 
porring out of the spirit of God, as T have seen. All our business was 
carried on in good order, and according to the rule of our Master’s 
honse. 

he Elders’ Conference was attended with a general harmony and 
un*%on.—Thouch we are in an in‘pnt state, vet I think the voung watch- 
men in Zion begin to travel into the rules and discipline of the church. 














as 3s laid down in the New Testament. 


The number oi churches in the Benton Qr. Meeting is as follows. 








Towns. Counties. Ordained Preachers. JVo. of members. 4 
beaton, Ontario Zebulon Dean 78 4 
Lyons, do. Samuel Whitcomb a 4 
Pheips do. Samuei Wire 42 
Junius Seneca Soiomon P, Culver 16 | 
Wayne Stuben 17 f 
Delmar Tioga 19 
Galion 1] 
Scriba 10 
Bristol Ontarie 20 


Total, 184 

We have had the addition of three. churches since November, 1821, 

which gives the addition of 02 members. ‘Lhe three last churches are 

the new ones. Eider Ben amin Rolfe o barmingion, Ontario Co. re- 

¢e ved ordination on Jan. 15, i822. He resides in Farmingion. ‘Lider 

Menoah Delung has removed to Sodas, yet in good standing and faith- 
fui in tne cause. y ours, Joun Reep. 






















The following account was communicated by Dr. Robert Chandler. 
Tiicse churcenes are united one with another, but not connected visibly 
with any yeariy meeting. 


De!aware, N. Y. and Pa. no steady preacher No. 20 
Windsor, IN. Y. Broome Co. Elder D. Chase 35 
Givson, Pa. Susquehanna Co. no preacher 34 
Clifford, Pa. Susquehanna and Luzer Counties about 20 
Lawsville, Pa, Susquehanna Co. no preacher i9 
Jackson, ditto. 14 

Total, i142 


On account of the late additions, I could not ascertain @ correct ac- 
count but will endeavor to give you a true siatemeat soon, besides the 
above numbers there are many scattering members which | do not think 
best to reckon with travelling members. Eider D. Chase often visits M;} 
the whole connection, except Clifford church, and Elder E. E. Dodge } 
visits all but the Deleware. Yours, R. C. 1 





WHEELOCK, Vt. QUARTERLY MEETING. 


Barnston 17 | Lyndon 4@ yy 
Burke 19 | Morgan 8 | | 
Cabot 60 | Shefield 71 \\vel 
Compton unknown | Sutton 70 ‘ 
Concord 17 | Waterford miknown 
Durham unknown | Whee!ock 122 

Hailey 56 | Woodbury &3 








Letter from Br. John Hinkley, dated Georgetown, Me. Dec. 28, 1822. 


Dear BRorTHer, 


Agreeably to your request, I would inform you of some errors in yout 
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account of the churches, &c. in this part of the couniry. 
ist.."The church in Georgetown, and the church on Parker's [sland 

are one and the same. Samuel Hinkley Ruling Elder, is considered as 
having the care of the church. 

2d. The proper name of the Elder at Lewis, is Thorn. Page, 182. 

3d. The church in Lincotnville, which you have numbered in Edge- 
comb Q. M. the church in Montville and all that follow after in your 
account of the Farmingiou Qr. Meeting, positively belong to the Mont- 
ville Q. M. 

4th..The name of the Elder at Wiscasset is Hedge. p. 182. 

5th. Eld David Webber belongs to the Ist church on. Squam Island, 
The 2d church contains 21 members. | 

6th. Elder Briggs does not reside at Hallowell, but at Wiscasset. 

Although he and Elder M’Fatiand are highly esteemed preachers, l 
think it was not proper to count them twice. Edgecomb Q. M. is holy 


den on the third Saturday and Sabbath in January, March, and October, 
and first i in July. 


, 


Yours in the best of bonds, 
Joun Hinkiey. 





Religious Intelligence. 


FOR THE INFORMER. 
Letter from Elder Solomon Howe of Newport N. H. 
Brotuer Cuase, 

‘I take my pen with pleasure for the first time, to transmit to you the 
pleasing account of our situation. Atfter we returned from qr. meeting, 
some of our brethren began to feel the importance of trying to stir up 
one another by way of remembrance, and the good Lord has conde 
s¢ended once more to draw the cloud of mercy over us, and scatte, 
down the rain of grace upon us, and poor wanderers have come home 
weeping, poor sinners have been wounded, and we have heard theit 
sighs, and some of them we hope, Jesus has made free. Others ‘are 
mourning their solemn state, and it is good days with us now. We 
hope, we pray the work, may be more extensiy e, and more powertul, 
till scores and hundreds: shall be converted to God, and every separa- 
ting wall be broken down, and the watchman see eye to eye, and lift up 
their voice and sing. We wonder and admire that the Lord should so 
frequently visit such rebellious creatures as we are. Pray for us, that 

we may be humble, watchful, and prayertul, and devoted to God; ane 
what we have seen be as a: drop before a copious shower. 
Yours wt the best of bonds, Sotomon Howe. 
Leiter from Elder Samuel Whainey of Brooks, Me. 
Exper E. Case, Dear Broruer, 

When I wrote to you last, I intended to have written again before 
chis time, but the multitude of.cares and business. together with. having 
heen recently called to mourn the loss of my wile, has prevented me 
antil now. She departed this life on the seventeenth or August last ; 
she has gone. I trust. to be forever with the Lord. Elder Moses 
ADE arland attended her funeral,and delivered a very weighty and solemn 
discourse from Romans 8th. and 2Ist. to a numerous concourse of peo- 
ple. ‘The scene was truly solemn, gnd will, I trust, be long remember: 
éd by many 
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The state of rcligion in many places is encouraging. Our last Quar- 
teriy meeting was holden on the third Saturday and Sabbath in Septem- 
ber, in the town of Hope. ‘The weather was fine, the concourse was 
numerous, attentive, and solemn. The state of the churches was gen- 
eraily reported by messengers, accounts from a number of places were 
refreshing. Four churches were received into communion with the, 
Qr. meeting, nameiy : one in Orland, one in Islesborough, one in Hope, 
and one in Hartland. I have iately received information from the town 
of Prospect, that a good work of reformation has lately begun there. In 
ihe place where [ now live, the attention of a number has been called 
up. I think I may say as many as three have lately found peace with 
God, through our Lord Jesus Christ while some others are mourning. 
1am much in haste, and must close at present. 

Yours in sentiments of respect, SamurL WHITNEY. 


Letter from Elder S$. F. Whatten. of Palermo. 
Dear Brotner in Curist, 
I rejoice that I have this opportunity to inform you, that God is 
still blessing this part of his vineyard, with showers of divine grace. 
Very glorious reformations have takea place in this eastern Country. 
The wilderness has blossomed like the rose, and fountains have broke 
out in the desert. All glory to God. 

Noy. 1821, | began to preach in the town of Putnam, Co. of Lincoln, 
and God began to convert the people, and a very glorious work took 
place and continued until about twenty were hopefully converted to 
God. From thence I went to the town of Palermo, Co. of Lincoln, 
where I saw a glorious work of the Lord. A number of the first char- 
acters were found amongst the happy company. 

In september I went to Prospect on the Penobscot river where a re- 
formation began, and Spread with great rapidity. 

| rejoice that reformations are spreading east, west, north, and south. 

Lhis from your unworthy brother, SAMUEL F. Wuurten. 


Leiter from Elder Samuel Wire of Phelps, N. Y. 
Brotier Case, 

+ feel a measure of gratitude to God that I am well, and able to blow 
the gospel trumpet. And while | have a few leisure moments, I will 
inform you of the prosperity of Zion in these regions. The churches 
in the Benton Q. M. are in good health, and generally in a growing 
state. Benton Q. M, was holden in Benton on the 12 and 13 of Oct. in 
which we enjoyed a refreshing season. I think Jesus was ruling Lider. 
The 26 and 27 of Oct, I attended the Ow ego Q. M. in the town of Dry- 
den, where we enjoyed a special visit from the Lord. The brethren were 
like little clouds full of rain, and many forma! professors were shaken 
(o the centre, and some that come as spies were detected and confessed 
God was there, and others mourned their wretched state while unre- 
conciled to God. 

There is a great inquiry after truth in these parts. 

In the town of Candor I baptized a woman, and while she was rela- 
ting the manner in which she was awakened, | felt a glow of gratitude 
to God for making missionaries of children. She informed us “that one 
of her boys was living from home, where there was a reformation, and 

when his little heart had become suh yect to the work. he went to visit 





j ; 


os a 
« . 
. . 








_ 
- ae _ 
i ty a ; tine ~ 
a Sa + ; a 
a he nena : ' fa eg7ese Yer So 4, een 
convnegy'e ee ae 


se 8 
’ his mother, and in the evening invited his mother inio the chamber 
with fim, wheve upon his knees he implored the biessing of God upon 





a her, who had supporied him in his more tender years, but this she 
| thought was a chi'dish tabie, ui! a short time alter, wile going through 
di : a piece oi woods he invited his mother to pray, but she reivsed, say ing 
Fe she could not. Weil, mother, said he, Christ has icarnt me to pray ond 
| Twitl pray for you. Observ:ng that his motiier was unwilling to kneel, 





he inid. mother, you must kneei,—you w.lt have to kneel in ihe aay 

t of judgment, and whe his ittie voice mace the woods ring, conviction 
" fastened in her heart ike the nait by the master of assembiies. 
{ have just returned froni a mission to the State of Vennsyivania, af- 
ter an absence of five weeks, .n whici 


rn — arn 


: ime l traveiied 4UU mites, at- 
it tended 47 meetings, bapiized six, enjoycu much of the presence ef God 
i and thanks be to his dear name tor ihe reireshing showers of his grvce 
e among the ;<«ople. Light is — ng, tradition is tating, and party 
Walls are coming down. ‘Lhe 
“si The tirst day of + ec 
Muio, baptized one there. 


Your brother in gospel bonds, 





harvest is great, and iaborers are wanted. 
. | enjoyed a refreshing season in the town of 





| SAMUEL Wire. : 





Letter from Elder Edward 1. Dodge, dated Owe 


ego, Oct. 20, 182 
' Deir BROTHER IN GousrEL WON] S, 


S, 


4 
ith pieasure | take my pen to inform you, that the work of God is 
sti progressing in this region. Aithough we have many trying scenes 
tc pas through, yet we have ihe ,oy of seeing sinners converted to God, 
Br. Asa Dodge visited some part of “Pennsylvania last spring where 
there appeared to be a prospect o1a ni ee penn We have both at- 
tended meetings in ihat pert of he country, once a month, ever since, 
| and have had the joy of seeing a geod work of God, which Is stiil pro- 
: gressing. The work is chietiy in the town of Nichoies. I have bap- . 
tized six, and two weeks ago this evening, i atiended meeting there, 


i and ten came forward and toid their determination to seek the Lord, 
and begged an interest in our prayers. 


; There is a prospect oi a church being gathered in that place. 
4 ‘This trom your brother in tribuiation, 


kpwarp E. Dopaer. 





Leiter from Br. Charles Rolje, dated, 


Drar BROTHER, 


~—~—* 


Greenwich, Ohio, October 21, 1822 


3 
‘ ‘ Having formed some acquaintance with you, through the medium of 
Je your Informer, | now spend a few moments to let you kn 10w of the good 
a) , work of God in this regon. About cne year since, | came into the 
Pt i state of Ohio, to seek a bride for my Master’s son, in company with Eld. 
Coilins, and arrived at Huron Co. then seperated and begun my travels, 


while the desire of my heart was, that my Master would direct me to 
the house of Rebecca. At last, afier a numver of visits in Clarksheld, 
4 I come to the we!!—my sou! drank of the water, and Kebecca’s voice 


{ was heard. Sixteen souls were evidently converted to God, while oth- 
: ers were deeply convicted. 

4 | A church is formed here, and the work is spreading in many parts in 
i this country The barvesi is great, 


and laborers are few. G that the 
Lord would send trumpeters here in this part of his vineyard, that cam 











: 


give the Bumpet its certain sound. 


My SOU! 2 .91Cces, i am doubly rewarded f for all my suffe rings. May 
{ ever ve touad a humbie voliower ot Christ. 


| remain your unwortay brother in Christ, 
Cuarces Roire. 





Letter from Br. David Marks, Jr. dated Batavia, N. Y. Genessee Co. Jum, 

Ist. 1823. 

My pEAR AND WELL BELOVED Brotuer CHase, 

Ir is now two years this day since I tett my — to travel, and as 
much as .n me is, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord, and 
day of vengeance of oar God; and while traveiling some thousand mics 
in a strange land, through many didicuities with wiich ihad to eacount- 
er, and my heaith being oticn exposed wiile traveuing througn the a- 


ciemency of the weather, and among strangers, without treads; \ et 
havinz air end that sticketh closer than a brother, i have found, to the 
greal joy of my heart, the words of our saviour, Clark, 10, 20, 30 pe 


° ' bed ’ , . 
true, aad conusoiaung, wh'ch saith: * There is no man thai hati let ly 
or brethren, or sasters, or fairer, or mother, or wife, or clildren, or lands, 


for iny sake and tie gospel s, but sail recewve an nundred fold now in thie 


tists, ouses, and bretiren, und anys: and mothers, anc ch: dren, and lunds, 
with PeRsecuTIONS; ond in the world to come WTENNAL AFE.’ 

November, 4, 1822, being my viria day, aged i vears, while look- 
ing on my past iife, and iabours in the gospet, .or near two years, I felt 
a desire in my soul, that [ mizot live nearer my yiour, and not like 
Peter follow the Lord atar off bi that my preacaing might be more 
in the spirit and power of the Gospel, that I might see the desire of my 
soul, and the sai:vation of God. With this desire | went on to my ap- 
povntment n the evening, on the town line of Batavia and Elbe, spoke 
irom Proverbs 1 Ch. 24, 25, 26, 27. The spirit of the Lord was man- 
ifest in a special manner. Sinners were wounded by the arrows of the 
king. After the meeting was closed, the peop'e were ioth to go away, 
Wiiie mourners crowded around me in tears, desiring an interest in m 


prayers. Backsliders were publicly conlessing, and telling their desire 


to return to their fither’s house. Having a chain of appointments, lead- 
ing about an hundred miles to the east, | was under the necessity of 
leaving Sodus. [ held several meetinss, some were awakened, and 
shortly after experienced religion. | returned to Batavia again; and 
spake tosevern’ hundred people. I conceived the prospect of a refor- 
mation to he mlorious, and after rome to Canada ona preaching tour, 
I returned to this vloce again, and my labours have principally been 
confined to this place and some adiacent towns. Soon after [| returned 
from Canada, the work of reformation was visible, meetings were crowd- 
ed and a great solemnity rested on almost every mind. Mourners he- 
gan fo publicly tell their ¢osires for religion, and wished for christians 
to orav for them. Old professors got awakened from sleep, and came 
up tothe help of the Lord .eainst me mighty. Soon the songs of young 
converts were heard, which only added tothe grief of those that were 
lefi behind ; and when my bea:th was so poor, | was not able to preach, 
the yvonne converts have, with united voices, entreated their young com- 
panions to seek relivton, avd mourners at the same time inviting their 
frionds to vo w ‘th tham. The enemy of al! righteousness. as in the 
days of Job, has been going to and fro in this place. Persecution has 
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Faged both publicly and privately, but the battle has gone sore 4 
the king's enemes. ‘hose that a tew weeks ago were groanin u 
er the bondage of sin and death, are now rejoicing in the giorious tib- 
erty of that Gospel, which stands not in the wisdom of this world, or 
exceliency of speech, but in the truth, power, and spirit of God, and al- 
go in much assurance, ‘lhe truth of the gospei has convinced and con- 
victed and the power of the gospel has saved the soul from sin; the 
spirit of the gospei has given that consolation, which nature's sardep 
never afforded to the soul. The assurance of the gospel has assured 
them ot heaven, immortality, and eteraai life. ‘Lruly in this land, 
where but a tew cays ago it was a noted piace for the neglect of reli- 
gion, has now become a fruitful ftieid, and the parched land a pool. 
‘The number of young converts is about twenty, and the work of refor- 
mation is still going on, and many crying, ‘ Jen and brethren what shai 
we do?” 

About six weeks ago I went to Leroy, where I preached Christ to 
the people, some manifested a desire for religion, since then 1 have 
been credibly informed, that about ten have experienced religion. 

Evening before last | preached in Bergin, where within six weeks 
past, God has poured out his spirit in a wonderful manner. In Bergin 
and Byron, about fifty souls haye been hopefully converted, (some froin 
a backslidden state,) and have found that ‘path which no fowl knoweth, 
and the vultures eye hath not seen, neither the how's whelp trodden and no 
frerce lion passed by wu.” My soul saith, praise the Lord, O! all that is 
within me, praise the Lord. Ride on all conquering king, with thy bow 
and crown. Farewell, Davin Manks, Jr. 
Letter from Dr, Robert Chandler, of Gibson, Pa. Susquehanna Co. Novem 

ber, 8th, 1822. 

Betoveo Exper, 

It is with much pleasure [ take my pen in hand to improve a few 
moments in communicating some things concerning the pastaud present 
state of Zion in Pennsylyania, and do regret that my health and other 






circumstances would not admit of answering your request beiore this. 


late hour, and, as our circumstances are such at present, | cannot fill 
up your blank in full you sent me, until I have returns from the Owe- 
go Q. M. now holden in Dryden, N. Y. Elder Daniel Chase, and some 
others have gone to atiend it. At our Yearly Meeting held in Windsog, 
N. Y. Sept. ult. we had truly a refreshing time from the presence of the 
Lord, and the presence and help of Elder &. E. Dodge and ether preach- 
ers and brethren from the Owego @. M. It was indeed « little heaven 
below. 

At that meeting in conference, the elders and brethren agreed to lay 
before the churches in this connection, which were six fi number, viz. 
—Firstly for this connection io forma Quarteriy Meeting. then this 
Q. M. and Owego to forma Y. M. The origin of tree communion or 
Freewill Baptist church, first rose in Mount-Pleasant. Ira. 13 miles 
from this place, where about 10 = ihren upited in the wilderness in 
covenant love and union, in A. DP. 1801. and they weve soon blessed 
with a shower of Divine Grace, ph blessed be the Lord. it spread and 
run through this wilderness region, and in the course of two years, Zion 
fenethened her cords so far, that five branches were soan added to Mf 
Pleasant Church, and continued in sweet love and union for jive or siy 
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years, when satan set in his dividiu.; foot and scattered the dear shee 
And lambs of Christ. 'I'wo Eiders ieft us at once, and united w:th the 
strict baptists. It was a trying wrecking time, some went with the ib 
ders, some since scattered into’ the world again, others moved away, 
and some are gone to the land of silence; so that the old free church 
at Mount Pleasant is dissolved. but this branch in Gibson out rode tie 
storm and many have stood like Mount Zion, that cannot be moved. The 
other branches have had several trying scenes ; but on the whole, have 
gained ground of the enemy, and are now standing churches under a 
good degree of union and disciplines At times we have had smail a& 
ditions, and by divine grace, are rising and moving forward. ‘The Clif- 
ford church lost their Elder, viz. Gideon Lewis, aged 71, who died up- 
wards of a year ago, but blessed be the Good Shepherd, wlio never leaves 
his sheep to the woives, he has raised up another (Nathan Baker) to 
feed the sheep and !ambs in that place, and further blessed them of late 
with the out-pourings of his good spirit, and caused the little Zion to 
lenghten her cords «ad strengthen her stakes, under the instrument: uity 
of Elder Edward FE. Dodge, ‘and his brother, a licensed preacher from 
Owego, N. Y. who often (although poor, and the distance great) visits 
them and us, and Eld. Daniel Chase of Windsor, N. Y, and all preach a 
Free salvation and full atonement; and blessed be God, it is Free, or it 
never would have -eached my wretched case. 

We are here denominated Free Baptists, but I expect are nearly the 
same with you in principle and practice. Our strict calvanistic breth- 
ren are our greatest persecutors, but hardly enough of that to keep the 
rust off, 

Please to excuse my scattered remarks, for I am an old worn out re- 


volutionary soldier, and my abilities never would admit of precisions ; 


but if any thing can be selected from the foregoing, it is at your dispo- 
aal. You have my best wishes for your prospe rity, and | rejoice that 
so concise and useful a publication is in circulation, as the R ‘eligious In- 
former. 
1 am | yous with sincere affection, 
and hope in the best of bonds, 
Roserr CuANDLER. 





REVIVALS OF RELIGION, 

The friends of Zion will be glad to hear that these re- 
ireshings from the presence of the Lord are multiplying and 
progressing in many parts of our land. 

The revival in Sharon, which we have mentioned before, 
appears to be increasing ; many are anxiously } inquiring what 
they shall do to be saved, and a good number are already 
rejoicing in a reconciled God. 

A powerlul work of grace is now progressing in South 
Hampton, Ms. About four hundred are indulging hopes 
that they have been effectually called within a fow weeks 
past, out of nature’s darkness into the light and fiberty of 
the Gospel; and many more appear s striving to enter into the 
Kinedom. 
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In East Hampton also, between forty and fifty are alrea- 
dy rejoicin: , alti: ough the work has but recentis commenced, 
A : meeting for inquiry was attended the last week by more 
the: 150, who were convinced of sin, righteousnes and j judg- 
meiil. | 
In Hadley, and several of the adjoming towns, a work of 
grace appears to have commencec. 
A correspondent in Orangeville, Gennessee Co. N. Y. SAYS, H 
“That within a few weeks, a revival of religion Bas taken i 
place in Sheldon, a neighboring town, Bet ween tweity y 
and thirty are now inquiring with great apparent anxiety, 
what they shall do to be saved. Eight or ten are rejor ig 
in hope. There, as in almost every place of wi ich | ave 
heard where revivals have been wiinessed, the work com- 
L menced at the house of God. A week or two before the 
revival commenced in that place, a member of the church : 
returned to his family after an absence of a few days. His j 
a wife, who has long, as we trust, been a devoted fol} ower of 4 
Christ, told him a revival was about to take place in the 
neighborhood i in which they lived, for the Lord, she beliey- 
ed, “had put it into her he: art to pray for these around her, 
It was soon found that others too were laboring for the 
same object. 
“Within six months there has been a little excitement of 
a religious nature mm Orangeville. Seven, as we trust, in 
that Saas have been born into the kingdom. We indulge 
the hope that the [ord is soon to visit us again.” 





Rel. Int. 





We are informed, (says the Ciiristian Watchman) that a 
pow erful work of divme grace in the awakening and conver- | 
sion of sinners, has ealamenoed within a few weeks in the | 
town of Chester, N. H. and its vicinity. Ti is supposed that 
in that town and its neighboriiood abun one eae’ per- 
sons have recently experienced the power of the gospel to 
their salvation. 

The usual manner of the commencement of revivals of 
religion, and the uniformity of their eilects on the persons, | 
who are the subjects ot their happy influence, is a circum- 

’ stance which we think must occa sionally stagger the infi- | 
i delity of those mnockerss, who stigmatize these excitements | 
/ as mere enthusiasm. ‘They usually originate by the instru 
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tetitality of that plain preaching, which discloses our rumed 
state as sinners under the condemnation of God’s law, and 
the way of recovery and salvation through the atonement 
of Christ. The efiects uniformly produced in the subjects 
of all genuine revivals are an acknowledgment of the equity 
of the law, both in its precepts and penalty—an uncondi- 
tional stbmission to the gospel,—and a full surrender of the 
aflections of the soul to Christ, in faith and holy love. The 
issue of this regenerated state is a life of peace and joy,a 
life devoted to the glory of him who has died to redeem 
them, and who ever hves to secure thei endless felicity ; 
and whilst so much of heaven is by these means brought 
down to earth, whatever unbelievers may thmk or say res- 
pecting these operations of the Spirit of God, we hope the 
supplication of the Church to our father in heaven will cons 
tinue to ascend with constancy and fervor, thy kingdom come? 





DUTY ENCUMBENT ON «VERY CHRISTIAN TQ 
USE MEANS TO INFORM OTHERS. 
No. I. 
Dear Brethren in Christ, 

Have we once thoughtlessly wandered in Spiritual darkness 
but are now hight in the Lord? Have we been called out of 
dark ss into his marvellous light? Hath God by means in his 
provid: nce opened our eycs, to see the awful consequences of 
sin; and to see many of our fellow men, ignorantly, carelessly, 
an} obstinat: ly, posting to the worst of consequences ? Do not 
we see, and m some measure realize the incomparable advantage 
they. even in this present life might enjoy but for their ignor. 
ance ?—If any honest, well (18p08d man saw a poor, ignorant 
person trample over valuable properlys which might be lying in 
such a shape. or form, that he could not perceive its value or 
use. In this cease. Wo ere isthe hon:s: and good man, whe 
would be s— careless-—so indifferent to the benefit of the poor 
man, as not to inform hii? We wish others to inform us, when 
thev know of Something that would be of incalculabl.: value te 
us. of which we misht be ignorant. By what means came we 
to know those things we have learned but by the diligence and 
persevereance of our teachers? For what did we get knowledge 
but to act accordinely, and to communicate it to others who are 
ignorant ? Why should we not facilitate the acvantace of others 
by all lawful means in our power when it can be no disadvantage 
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to us, but to the contrary? Then let us bestir ourselves to help 7 
others to the enjoyment of an inceorrupuble inheritance. Alas! | 
how Intle are poor souls about us beholden to most of us! wé 
sec and partake some of the good of kingdom, anc they do not— 
we foresee the misery and torment of those who miss it, and 
they do not sec clearly» “We sce them wandering as we once 
<lid quite out of the way, and know if they hold on they can ne- 
ver come there ; and they discern not this themselves. And 
yet we will nor s-t upon them seriously to show them. their dan- 
ger aud point to them the way of safety and comforte O, how 
few christians can be fouid who put their light on a candlesuck 
that all in the rouse might see! No thanks to us if heaven be 
not empty and the souls of our brcthren and neighbors perish 
for ver. 
but because t!:is is a duty so many neglect and so few are con- 


evinced tha: God doth expect it at their hands-—~and yet a duty of 


the first Importance both to ae lay and fellow men,I will show 


1. Wherein it consists. » Vhe causes why neglected. 3. 
Pcrsuade to perform it. 4. Encourage others to bear it. 5. 
Apply to these concerned. 6. Answer obj. ctions. b. S, 








A QUESTLION. 
What ure the true signs of a revival of delizion ina town? 
Ays. 1. When the saints begin to feel a consiant and ardent 
Gesire for an outpouring of the spirn of God, and an ingathering 
of souls; and begin deeply to sigh, and cry for the abominations 
tha . are in the land. 

When the minister of the town begins to have a deep sense 
of ihe worth of soul undci his charge, and a deep sense of fis 
responsibility to God i all nis public improvemcnts, and begins 
t) weep between the porch and-the alter; saying, * spare thy 
p: ople,O Lord, and giv: not thine heritare to reproach and em- 
phaticaliy preach: s rpentance towarc God, and faith jn our 
Lord Jesus Crist, as the only terms of justification with God.” 
3S Wien his congregation begin to be very solemn, and 
general seriousness and t. nderness begins to appear on the coun- 
tenances of th: youth. 

4. When the youth begin to avoid alluring company and turn 
their backs upon the gay circ s of life ; and refrain from what 
the world calls civil recreations; and rete to their closets, and 
read their bibies and lay aside all their unnecessary ornaments ; 
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énd pull the curls out of their hair ; and begin to enguire, “what 


must Ido to be saved?” and frequently attend the meetings of 
worslup, and religious conferences. 

5. When the prayerless husband and wife. begin to confess 
their neglect of duty to each other; and disobedient children 
confess to their parents, and ask their pardon and prayers; and 


the old broils begin to be settl-d up in the neighborhood, each 


one confessing their faults, one to another and smiting upon their 
breasts crying “ God be merch to me asinner:” Then you 
may assuredly know that the kingdom of God is at hand; and 
that the set time to favor Zion is come, and expect soon to hear 
young converts singing on the banks of deliverance; and chirp- 
ing on the boughs of free’ grace, and to see large additions made 
to the church of such as shall be saved. Rel, Mag. 


Eos 








Extracts of letters from Elders Quimby and Fowler. 

Nldar Daniel Quimby of Lyndon, Vt. writes that there is a good reform 
mation in Woodbury, Vt. 

He gives the melancholly tidings that Dr. John Meigs, a worthy mem- 
ber ofthe church in Lyndon, and preacher of the gospel, is gone to his 
loug home. He departed this life on the 2Iist of October last, aged 45. 
He has left a wife and nine children to mourn the loss; but in their af- 
fliction. they have cause of corafort, believing that he is gone to rest 
irom his labors. He bore his sickness with christian patience, and died 
in the triumphs of faith, in full hopes of a glorious immortality. 

Elder Josiah Fowler of Ontario, N. Y. has communicated information 
of the death of Br. Isaiah Smith of that place last September. During 
his sickness he warned his triends and neighbors to prepare for death. 
He was happy in the anticipation of that glorious rest, that remain to 
the people of God. His last words were, “Glory to God.” May the 


triumphant death of these our brethren, stimulate us to live the lives of 


the righteous. 





Just published at this Office, The first number of the Masonic Casxer, 
TERMS OF THE CASKET. 

It is published once in two months, each number contains 32 octavo 
pages, and stitched in printed covers. Six numbers make a volume, and 
sent to subscribers at one dollar a volume, exclusive of postage. The 
money to be paid on receiving the 3d number. 





TERMS OF THE INFORMER. 

For one paper a year 60 cents. For five, $2,50 cents. For sixteen, 
$7.20 cents. If paid in advance, 50 cenis a year for one paper. For 
tive, 2 dollars. For sixteen, 6 dollars. 

mite Money sent by mail, ensured by the publisier, provided it be enclosed 


2 the yresence of te Post Master where the letter is mailed. 





Vol. tst of the Informer for sale at this Office at 25 cents each 
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POETRY. 


THE NEW YEAR. 
Again the gorgeous sun with giant force 
Leads tc rth the fleeti ting hours that form the year; 
And rushes onward in his flaming course 
"To that dread moment ending all things here. 
This can I view regardless, nis of fear, 
Borne daily on his ‘chariot wheels which roll 
Down to the yawning grave in full career ? 
- Oh! let me ask. ere he has reach’d his goal, 
Where shall thou find thy | final home, my soul ? 


Ah! where are they—who saw with me the sun, 
When on the year departed, first he rose ; 
Young, vig’rous, beautiful, that year beman, 

Bat sunk into the tomb before its close ? 

If righteous Heav’n should number me with those 
On whom the new year’s sun no more shail rise, 
Must I from hence descend to endless woes, 

Or upward soar to share the blisful prize, 


Where the redeem’d shall reign, with Christ beyond the 
skies. 


Has this world’s emptiness so charm’d my heart, 

‘That here, forever, | would fondly stay ; 

Lose heav’n itself for dreams which soon depart ; 

Eternal glory, for a house of clay ; 

For gross delusions of life’s transient day!— 

QO, rather let my soul, awal’ning, scorn 

Th’infernal snare ; snti-Gve to Christ, the W ay, 

The Life, the Light; of heav ‘nly day, the dawn; 
In whom, exulting thought, to die is to be born! 





Rrware oF AN [MPOSTER. 
Tuts may certify that Oliver Kenney, who was ordained as a teach- 


ing Elder in Newark. removed io Barnston, L. C. where he was reject« 
ed by the church for b:< impious conduct in trifling with the m: riage 
covenant. He has now absconded, and we give the following descrip- 
tion of the man that others may not be deceived by him. He was about 
38 years old, middling stature, brown hair, thin en the top of his head, 
blue eyes, and having received a wound on his thumb, has two nails on 
ene thumb. Printers of pul ic papers are requesied to insert the above, 
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Signed for end in behalf of the Wheelock, Vt. Quarterly Meeting. 
Aug. 31, 1622, Daniet Quimsy. 











